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Mark your calendars now for the exciting Genealogy Friends events. Saturday seminars are held at W.O. 
Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Rd, Plano, TX from 10:15 to Noon.   

December: 

Future Events: 

December 7, 2023—Round Table Zoom Discussion Group Zoom meeting from 7-9 pm 

December 9, 2023—In Person—Research At The Library see page ? For details 

December 16, 2023—In Person —Show and Tell 

January 20, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—”A Nose for News: Sniffing Out Stories in Newspapers” by Mary 
Roddy 

February 17, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—”The Fair Court: Records of the Chancery Court” by Judy Rus-
sell 

March 16, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—”Turning Records Into Stories” by Barbara Coakley 

April 20, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—”The Value of Transcribing Historical Records” by LaBrenda 
Garrett-Nelson 

May 18, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—A Foundational Step in Research Strategy-What is the Research 
Question?” by Emily Richardson 

June 15, 2024—Hybrid Meeting—”AI and Genealogy” by Thomas MacEntee 

Check out the events on our Website for more info on the topics and speakers for each months pro-
gram—https://www.genealogyfriends.org 
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Join fellow researchers on Saturday, December 9, 2023 
10 am to 1 pm  at  

WO Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Road, Plano, TX 

• Bring a research project to work on. The library is 
a FamilySearch affiliate library where you can ac-
cess restricted records you can’t get from home.  

• Experienced genealogists will be on hand to help 
with your research questions. 

• Bounce ideas for knocking down a brick wall off 
fellow researchers 

• Use the large format scanning equipment.  

Research At The Library 

Our membership year runs from October 1 to Sep-
tember 30. Individual memberships are $30 a year 
and family memberships are $50.  

The money we raise is used to pay for programs and 
to purchase materials for the Genealogy Section at 
Haggard Library. 

Pay online or download the membership form on our 
website http://genealogyfriends.org/news/  send it in 
with payment to  

Genealogy Friends of Plano Libraries, Inc 

PO Box 860477 

Plano, TX 75086-0477 

Genfriends Membership 

 
Research At The Library will be on December 9, 2023. Experienced members will be available to help with re-
search planning and answer questions. Join us at W.O. Haggard Library from 10-1.   
 
Dallas Genealogical Society 2024 Seminar Series: 
 
• April 13, 2024 “Genealogy Jackhammers: Methods for Breaking Brick Walls” with Tom Jones 
• July 27, 2024 “The Legacy of Forced Removal: Finding Formerly Enslaved & Indigenous Kin” with Nicka 

Smith Sewell 
• September 28, 2024 “Autosomal Analysis: Tools for Finding Your Ancestors” with Blaine Bettinger 
 
 

Local Genealogy Events—Save the Dates 

Genealogy Friends 

Purpose: To educate members and library patrons in 
doing genealogical research and to support the Geneal-
ogy Center of W.O. Haggard, Jr. Library through dona-
tions. 

Goal: To expand the library collection to meet the 
needs of this genealogically diverse community.  

Genealogy Friends of Plano Libraries, Inc. is a 501(c) 
(3) non-profit corporation. All donations are tax de-
ductible.  

Like and Follow us on Facebook - Genealogy Friends 
of Plano Libraries 

The annual membership meeting is held each October.  

Volunteers Needed 

 

Genealogy Friends is a volunteer led organization. 
We have a dedicated board of directors who keep 
things running. Our fiscal year begins October 1st.  

Current Volunteer Opportunities: 

Photographer—take pictures at events—you can use 
your phone. 

Social Media—post events on our Facebook page 

If you are interested in helping out please email 
newsletter@genealogyfriends.org  

 

http://genealogyfriends.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/GenealogyFriends
https://www.facebook.com/GenealogyFriends
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A cenotaph is a  monument, headstone, or marker 
honoring someone buried elsewhere. The 
Congressional Cemetery in Washington D. C. has an 
entire section of cenotaphs for members of congress 
who died in office.     

 

While researching Lawrence Kern Smarr I found three 
entries on Find A Grave.  He died as a prisoner of war 
during World War II. Lawrence and hundreds of other 
prisoners were loaded in the hold of a ship to be 
transported from the Philippines to Japan. The ship was 
bombed and most of the men perished.  

He is memorialized on the walls of the missing at the  
Manilla American Cemetery in the Philippines so I was 
surprised to find two additional markers for him on 
FindAGrave.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a marker in his home town of Columbia, 
Missouri. A veteran’s brass plaque marker is attached to 
the back side of the stone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mystery is a third memorial for Lawrence at Bonner Springs, Kansas.  His 
mother was born in Bonner Springs and both parents are buried in this cemetery. 
My guess is that the family had another monument placed there on the family 
plot.  It is always worth checking even if you think you know where someone is 
buried to see if there are other memorials for them.  

  

Cenotaphs  
By Barbara Coakley 
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Genealogy Specials  

My Heritage offer expires November 24, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genealogical Publishing Company offer expires November 27, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 and Me Health & Ancestry Service $179.00 offer expires November 
26, 2023  
 
Ancestry DNA kit is on sale for $59.00 offer expires November 22, 2023. 
 
Stay informed by signing up for Thomas MacEntee’s newsletter on the 
Genealogy Bargains website.   
 

https://www.myheritage.com/dna/597979611
https://genealogical.com/
https://www.23andme.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/c/origins?&nis=6
https://genealogybargains.com/
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Institutes and Conferences 

RootsTech will be February 29-March2, 2024 in 
person and via zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genealogy Research Institute in Pittsburgh (GRIP) 
is now part of the National Genealogical Society. 
Virtual Week is in June and In Person in July.  
 
 

APPGEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NGS Conference 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IGHR will be 21-26 July 2024. There are 13 courses to choose from. Registration opens 
March 9, 2024 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/rootstech-2024-registration
https://grip.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://appliedgen.institute/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/2024-ighr/

