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Haggard Library is closed so we are holding our meetings via Zoom 

 

Mark your calendars now for the exciting Genealogy Friends events in  2020. Meetings will be held via 
Zoom until further notice from 10:15 to 12:00. Invites will be send out the week before the meeting. 

 

This Month 

 

August 15, 2020—Zoom Meeting—”Mining The Gems in a Civil War Pension File” by Bernard Meis-
ner 

 

Future Events: 

 

September 19, 2020—Zoom Meeting—”Researching with Excel” by Sandra Crowley 

October 17, 2020—Zoom Meeting—To be determined 

November 21, 2020—Zoom Meeting—To be determined 

December 19, 2020—Zoom Meeting—Show and Tell—You will be able to share your screen so we can 
see the exciting family discoveries you made this year. More info to come soon.  

Schedule of Events 
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The following are available from Genealogy Friends: 

Public Land Survey Systems               $5 

Plano Star Courier Index 1904-1910    $20 

Plano Star Courier Index 1911-1917    $20 

Cemeteries of Collin County, TX    $40 

Collin County, TX Voter Registration  

 Index 1867         $20 

Place Names of Collin County, TX   $10 

Railroads in Collin County, TX    $10 

 

Publications for Sale 

Our membership year runs from October 1 to Sep-
tember 30. Individual memberships are $30 a year 
and family memberships are $50.  

The money we raise is used to purchase materials for 
the Genealogy Section at Haggard Library. 

Download the membership form on our website 
http://genealogyfriends.org/news/  send it in with 
payment to  

Genealogy Friends of Plano Libraries, Inc 

PO Box 860477 

Plano, TX 75086-0477 

Genfriends Membership 

Ancestry.com 75%  ownership was sold to Blackstone Group Inc., a pr ivate equity fund. The other  25%  is be-
ing retained by GIC Pte the majority stockholder since 2016. There has been an announcement that the privacy policy 
and user terms and conditions will not change.   

Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference—Blazing Trails in the Heart of America will be held vir tual-
ly. Live Sessions September 2, 2020. On-demand sessions will be available between Septermber 15, 2020 and March 
15, 2021. There are three levels of on-demand sessions.  Early bird registration ends August 15, 2020.  

Texas State Genealogy Society Conference, “Remembering Your Heritage” is scheduled for November 13-14 and 
will be held virtually. 10 Live and 22 virtual presentations. Registration will open in late August. 
https://www.txsgs.org/2020-conference/  

RootsTech, there are recorded sessions from previous years available on their  website. The 2021 conference is 
scheduled for Feb 3-6 in Salt Lake City. https://www.rootstech.org/  

National Genealogical Society Conference “Deep Roots of A Nation” is scheduled for May 19-22, 2021 in Rich-
mond, VA. https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/tag/2021-ngs-richmond/  

Many of the big institutes, week long classes, this year were held or will be held virtually. It is a great opportunity to 
attend without having to leave home.  
 
Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy will be held in January 2021 vir tually. https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/
cpage.php?pt=524  
 
Texas Institute of Genealogical Research is held every other  year . The next institute will be in 2021. Infor -
mation isn't available yet. https://www.txsgs.org/featured-events/tigr-2019/  
 
Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh will be held June 20-25 and July 11-16, 2021. Courses have been 
announced but a decision has not been made on delivery method. https://www.gripitt.org/grip-2021-course-schedule-
announced/  
 
Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research is held each year  in Athens, GA, 2021 dates are 25-30 July. 
Courses have been announced but delivery method has not.  https://ighr.gagensociety.org/ighr-courses/  

Genealogy Education & News 

http://genealogyfriends.org/news/
https://www.txsgs.org/2020-conference/
https://www.rootstech.org/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/tag/2021-ngs-richmond/
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524
https://slig.ugagenealogy.org/cpage.php?pt=524
https://www.txsgs.org/featured-events/tigr-2019/
https://www.gripitt.org/grip-2021-course-schedule-announced/
https://www.gripitt.org/grip-2021-course-schedule-announced/
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/ighr-courses/
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City Directories 
By Barbara Coakley 

City Directories, alphabetical listing of residents and businesses, have been pub-
lished in the United States since the late 1700’s. Most directories include names, 
occupations and residences of residents, business advertisements, listings of 
schools, churches, fraternal societies, newspapers, and sometimes maps and a 
history of the city.  

 

Directories can help with our family history: 

 Trace an ancestor between census years and identify where they lived and 
worked. 

 Substitute for the missing 1890 census. 

 Finding aid to help locate your ancestor on the census using the address 
when you can’t find them in an index. 

 Identify a date of death when the spouse is listed as a widow. 

 Identify family members living at the same address. 

 Clues to ages of children—the first year someone is listed they reached 
working age. This includes unmarried daughters.  

 Identify locations of schools, churches, fraternal organizations.  

 Clues to other documents to search—what newspapers were published at that 
time, if they owned a home you need to search deeds, etc.  

 

As with any record we need to understand the record 
before we use it: 

 

 Why the directories were created—Directories 
were originally created for businesses to identify 
potential customers.  

 How information was gathered—People went 
door to door and gathered information, if no one 
was home a card was left for the person to com-
plete and mail in. The information for the 1890 
Directory was gathered in 1889.  

 Who is included—this varies by city and publish-
er. Look at the beginning of the directory for in-
formation on who was included.  

 Abbreviations—there is usually a key to the ab-
breviations used at the beginning of the directory.  

 Table of Contents— look at what is included in 
the directory—Newspapers, Churches, Fraternal Societies, 
Government Offices, Postage Rates, Railroads, Musical Or-
ganizations and Societies, Labor Organizations, Information 
about the City, Maps, etc. In addition to lists of individuals, 
there are listings for businesses and advertisements.  

 

 

 

 

 

Images from Portal to Texas History 
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Alphabetical Listing 

The entries in this directory include the name, occupation including where they 
work, and residence. 

 

Look for family members living in the same house: 

 

Abrams, Clarence A. is a clerk who boards at 190 Maple Avenue.  

Abrams, Harold is an instructor  at St. Matthew’s Grammar school who resides at 
190 Maple Avenue.  

Abrams William H is Land and Tax Commissioner T&P Railway. Their office is 
in the T&P building and he resides 190 Maple Avenue.  

 

What is the relationship between Clarence, Harold and William?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The T&P Railway has an advertisement in the 
Directory and there is information in the Rail-
roads section.  

 

Street Directory 

In addition to the alphabetic listing of residences 
some directories have listings by address. Once 
you locate your ancestor’s address in the alphabetical listing, look the address up in 
the street directory to see who the neighbors were.  

 

Locating Directories 

The following websites have City Directories in their Collections: 

Internet Archive—https://archive.org/  

Google Books—https://books.google.com/  

Hathi Trust—https://www.hathitrust.org/  

New York Public Library https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/  

The Portal to Texas History https://texashistory.unt.edu/  

Ancestry—https://www.ancestry.com/  

Fold3—https://www.fold3.com/  

My Heritage https://www.myheritage.com/  

US Online Historical Directories https://sites.google.com/site/
onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa  

 

Search Strategies 

 Look for various spellings, keep a list of all the possible spellings and 
use it when you search any records.  

 Look for each year that is available to determine when your ancestor 
appears and is no longer listed.  

 Use addresses to determine where children went to school, what churches were close by where the family may have 
worshiped.  

 Use Street Directory to find the neighbors and add them to your list for collateral searches.  

Tract Books (continued) 

https://archive.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.fold3.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa
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Fredericksburg, Texas 
Submitted by Barbara Brogdon 

 

Texas Historical Commission 
 
Fredericksburg was founded in 1846 during the wave of German immigration to Texas. At first there were 120 settlers, 
growing to 1,000 just two years later. Now, the city of about 12,000 residents draws visitors who enjoy Fredericks-
burg’s history, culture, and environment. 

Applications are open for the 2021 Certified Local Government (CLG) grant program, which empowers local commu-
nities to better protect their historic resources. The deadline is November 2, 2020. 

Each year, roughly $150,000 is awarded for preservation projects to participating CLGs or a third-party organization 
within a certified CLG community. Projects can include preservation plans, National Register nominations, trainings, 
projects that focus on underrepresented communities, and more. 

 

More information: www.thc.texas.gov/…/certified-local-gover…/grant-information 

 

 

http://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/certified-local-government/grant-information?fbclid=IwAR0xcPQCQyyuJB_c8QUQYJWpN6Ihh0fRhnekFqmqxWm2eX_O56aHUJWh2pU

