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Mark your calendars now for the exciting Genealogy Friends events in  2018. Meetings are held in the 
Program Room at the Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Rd., Plano, TX from 10:15 to 12:30 unless otherwise 
noted: 

Today’s Topic: 

April 21, 2018—”Black and White Southern Families in Plantation Records” by Ari Wilkins of the Dallas 
Public Library 
 
Future Events 
 
April 24, 2018—Legacy Users Group—1:30 to 3:30 followed by one on one help session in the Geneal-
ogy Center.   
 
May 8, 2018—Dining Out at Two Rows  - see back page for more information. 
 
May 8, 2018—DNA Interest Group—7-8 pm in the Genealogy Center.  
 
May 19, 2018—Free Saturday Seminar—”Ancestry.com” by Susan Kusterbeck 
 
June 16, 2018—Free Saturday Seminar—”Copyright vs. Copy Wrong?” by Lynne Darrouzet 
 
September 15, 2018—All Day Workshop—Colleen Fitzpatrick, an expert in Forensic Genealogy, will 
be out speaker. Stay Tuned for Information. 

Schedule of Events 
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The following are available from Genealogy Friends: 

Public Land Survey Systems               $5 

Plano Star Courier Index 1904-1910    $20 

Plano Star Courier Index 1911-1917    $20 

Cemeteries of Collin County, TX    $40 

Collin County, TX Voter Registration  

 Index 1867         $20 

Place Names of Collin County, TX   $10 

Railroads in Collin County, TX    $10 

 

Publications for Sale 

Our membership year runs from October 1 to Sep-
tember 30. Individual memberships are $30 a year 
and family memberships are $50. Don’t forget to re-
new your membership for next year. 

The money we raise is used to purchase materials for 
the Genealogy Section at Haggard Library. 

Download the membership form on our website 
http://genealogyfriends.org/news/  send it in with 
payment to  

Genealogy Friends of Plano Libraries, Inc 

PO Box 860477 

Plano, TX 75086-0477 

Genfriends Membership 

The following classes will be held at Collin College this summer at Courtyard Center, 4800 Preston Park Blvd, Pla-
no, TX 75093. To register visit http://www.collin.edu/ce/ 
 
Genealogy Online—Join us to learn about websites you can use for your family history research. Class is held in a 
computer lab so you can try out the websites. Class meets Wednesday nights for 6 weeks beginning June 6, 2018. 
 
Using Microsoft OneNote for Genealogy—This is a hands on class where you will build a OneNote notebook for a 
family and add your genealogy research plans, research notes, and more. Bring your laptop with OneNote installed or 
a usb drive with genealogy material. Class meets on Saturday July 21 and 28th from 8:30 to 12:30. 
 

Genealogy Classes 

Microsoft OneNote Tip 

Tables are a great way to 
keep information orga-
nized. To add a table 
click on Insert > Table. 
Enter the number of col-
umns and rows you want 
to start with. You can 
add more later. Click in 
the table and use the Ta-
ble Tools Layout menu to add rows or columns, shade 
cells, change text alignment in the cells, sort columns, 
or convert the table you created to an Excel spread-
sheet.  

 

Tracing Our Roots Column 

The Tracing Our Roots column published weekly in 
the Plano Star Courier (available on the paper’s 
website) and written by Genealogy Friends’ member 
Brenda Kellow, covers a different topic or subject 
each week.  

In addition, Brenda announces national events, fee 
increases in everyday genealogical records, new rec-
ords added to the Internet and to genealogists’ favor-
ite sites.  

The past topics are available for several years. Ac-
cess the site at 
http://starlocalmedia.com/opinion/blogs/blog_7/. 
Brenda will add your name to her weekly announce-
ment when her column appears online if you request 
it by emailing her at bbkellow@verizon.net. You 
may also request topics for her to cover.  

http://genealogyfriends.org/news/
http://starlocalmedia.com/opinion/blogs/blog_7/
mailto:bbkellow@verizon.net
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The Plano Star-Courier, Plano, Collin County, Texas 
May 23, 1957, Volume 70, No. 2 

 
Compiled by Brenda Burns Kellow, 2017 

Tracing Our Roots weekly genealogy column http://starlocalmedia.com/opinion/blogs/blog_7/ 

Remember, this is an abstract of the newspaper. Not all names may be mentioned, i.e., obituaries, 
showers, and marriages may not have every name mentioned that were in the newspaper. For the 
complete content, look at the microfilm or find the copy in Newspapers.com. 

 

   Dr. O. T. Mitchell tells of a Sachse man who had problems getting to work in Garland because of all the 
flooding of streets. The man solved his problem by going from Sachse to Parker. Then he went to Allen and 
came down 75 to Plano and journeyed on to Plano Road to his work in Garland. Creative of the man to find a 
way to be present at his job.  

   Rowlett Creek between Plano and Murphy has covered the road and bridge. The road should be closed. 

   At the police meeting attended by City Marshall Wallace Williams, he heard Patrolman Rowden tell how re-
spected patrolman Sam Pirtle was recovering after being struck while writing a ticket for an offender.  

   Developers Ruth Jenkins, James E. Kemp, R. E. J. Hicks of the Jan Mar Addition in Dallas, will be the devel-
opers of the 242.85 acres the City of Plano annexed last week north of the city and east of 75. Homer Adams 
will represent the owners in negotiations, planning and development of home sites and a shopping area.  

   Mayor David McCall Jr. announced last week about the deplorable condition of city streets. A plan to resur-
face them is in the works at a cost of $20,000. 

   Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Rowlinson and 8-year old daughter moved here from Austin. He is superintendent of the 
claims department of State Farm Automobile Insurance Company in Dallas. 

   John D. Wells announced the Annual Decoration Day at Frankfort Cemetery this Sunday. Dr. Smythe Lindsey 
is the speaker with Milton Noel in charge of the program.  

   Future Farmer advisor L. W. Cason accompanied the Plano Future Farmers to the Collin County District Fu-
ture Farmers meeting. Plano president Kyle Hooper presided. Officers for the 1957-1958 school years are: Eu-
gene Forte, Ben George, Pat Waddle, Raymond Kinney, Morris Morgan, Pate (no other name given), Edwin 
Grizzle and Don Carpenter. Attending from Plano were: Mr. Cason, Kyle Hooper, Raymond Kinney, Don Car-
penter, Edwin Grizzle, John Brigham, Perry Bolin Jr. and Jerry Parker. 

   Ad from Leon Dugger of Dugger Motors congratulating public-spirited citizens and civic workers of Plano,  
E. A. Sigler and T. H. (Bill) Williams.  

   Mr. E. A. Sigler announced that final exams are being given to seniors this week and says students will return 
to their classrooms Monday, May 27, for report cards. Baccalaureate exercises are Sun. night, May 26. Vale-
dictorian is Miss Laurana Rice. Salutatorian is Don Gunn. Dr. George C. Baker is the speaker. Commencement 
is Monday night, May 27. 

   Homer Adams attended the annual Lions 2-X District Convention in Longview. 

   Mr. and Mrs. E. A Sigler attended the Decoration at Cottage Hill and Lewisville last Sunday. 

   Mrs. George P. Frysinger’s piano students had a party at Vickery swimming pool on May 15. Co-hostesses 
were Lynda Dunn, Shirley Renfrow, Deedee Neeley and Marilyn Todd. Assisting were Mrs. Frank Armstrong 
and Mrs. Fred Maultsby. 

    First Methodist Minister Rev. Edgar L. Huffstutler Vacation Bible School will be June 5-14. The director is 

Flashback: Memories of Plano, 1957 
By Brenda Burns Kellow 

http://starlocalmedia.com/opinion/blogs/blog_7/
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Mrs. W. W. Smith. 

   Reese Henry is president of Plano Chamber of Commerce who succeeded Jack O. Harrington. Others men-
tioned are James L. Clarkson Jr., John Broadhead, Vincent Rego, Roy Murrell, Leon Dugger, B. B. Carpenter 
Jr., Buddy Brannon, Homer Horton, A. R. Schell Jr., Art Stranz, Jim Mitchell, Perry Bolin, Ed Jones, Dr. J. H. 
Porterfield, W. O. Haggard Jr., Jack O. Harrington, James Harrington, Bill Goodman, Don W. Bagwill, Ben-
nett Perry, James Hayes and Cecil Hendricks. 

   Mrs. Joe Vavra Jr. of Dallas visited her uncle and aunt Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Bagwill. 

   Mr. W. L. Hair and her sister Mrs. H. W. McFadden of Dallas visited in Nacogdoches. 

   President John Kerley of the 19th Annual Lebanon Reunion Association homecoming says the date is June 2 
in the school building.  

   Owners T. C. Harrington, Jack Harrington and M. T. Harrington announced the Open House at their new 
place of business on June 2 from 1-8 p.m. at the corner of 15th and G Avenue. E. O. Harrington is the father of 
the business and who purchased the building from A. Wetsel April 29, 1892. He was one of the first licensed 
embalmers in Texas. T. C. Harrington received his license in 1914 and Jack Harrington in 1932. 

   Four squads of about 28 boys each have been assigned to managers E. D. Raines, B. W. Creed, Will Serignet 
and Dick Spencer.  

   Mrs. Paul Junker was honoree at the Plano Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, given by Mrs. Homer 
Horton.  

   Second Baptist Vacation Bible School will be held from June 3-14. Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Carter are in charge. 
Mrs. Faye Cardwell is general secretary. 

   John D. Wells announced that Wednesday is day for the Annual Field Day at the Renner Research Founda-
tion. At that time, John Royal, successful farmer of Menard, Texas, will be declared the farmer making the 
greatest contributions to soil contribution to soil conservation. He will be given a check for $5,000 from the 
Hoblitzelle Foundation. The awards for the years 1955 and 1956 were given to a scientist and then a farmer.  

   Rev. Frank Brooks of the First Presbyterian Church of Plano announced the dates for their Bible School will 
be June 3-7. The teaching staff will be Rev. Brooks, Miss Judy Landers, Mrs. Dallas Fondren, Miss Mary Ann 
Buster, Mrs. George Gunter, Mrs. G. W. Apple Jr., Mrs. Howard Haun, Mrs. Samuel Malone, Mrs. Wayne 
Stinson, Mrs. — Newbill, Mrs. A. L. Dougal, Mrs. Vernon Spicer, Mrs. James R. Miller, Mrs. Walter A. 
Brunton, Mrs. Willis Deane, Miss Betsy Aldridge, Vaughan D. Hooper. 

p. 2   Mr. and Mrs. Frank Beverly visited his brother in Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. John Beverly. 

   Douglas McSpedden of Denton downed last week in Garza-Little Elm Reservoir near Shahan’s Point. He is 
the son of Rev. and Mrs. T. H. McSpedden, pastor of the Cooper Creek Baptist Church. Douglas was born May 
1, 1942 at Whitewright before moving to Frisco. He is survived by Davis McSpedden, Thomas H. “Sonny” 
McSpedden Jr., Charles H. McSpedden, Lynette McSpedden, Mrs. Helen Sullivan, Louise McSpedden, Mrs. 
Ruth Miller, Ann McSpedden and Mrs. Lavelle Shelton. Funeral services were held Wednesday with Rev. 
Charles Luck officiating. Burial was at Pilot Grove. Pallbearers were his classmates. 

   Mr. and Mrs. Carr Suter of Duncan, Okla., were guests last week of Mrs. Raymond Shelton. 

   Mr. and Mrs. Harold Angel and children, Beverly, Terry and Woody, visited his mother Mrs. Harvey Angel of 
Plano last week. 

   Those from Plano attending the funeral of Mrs. J. S. Tracy were Mrs. Louise Renfrow, Mrs. Von Hooper, Mr. 
and Mrs. Silas Bryan, Mrs. Harvey Angel, and Nancy and Clyde Hartline. 

   Mrs. Raymond Shelton attended Friday the commencement exercises at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Ft. Worth where her son-in-law, Carr Suter, received the degree of Doctor of Religious Education 
of Duncan, Okla. 

Flashback: Memories of Plano, 1957 
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p. 3   The sixth grade graduation ceremonies were this Thursday morning. Participating in the services were Glen 
Lewandos, Rev. Frank Brooks, Wanda Skaggs, Floyd E. Jolly, Mrs. Martha Hunt and Mrs. Doratha Stults. Stu-
dents graduating were *Susan Anderson, Nancy Bailey, Alfred Boydstun, Linda Boyett, David Brazil, David 
Brisendine, Robert Bush, Clyde Calverley, Sherry Carter, Barbara Chandler, Phyllis Charles, Jackie Collins-
worth, Wayne Collinsworth, Ellen Copeland, Peggy Creed, *Patsy Dean, Linda Kay Dent, Mary Evans, Ronny 
Evans, Jimmy Field, Eddie Funderburgh, Edwin Gentry, Gerald Gibson, Kent Gordon, *Sue Gregory, Thomas 
Griffin, Thomas Grizzle, Eddie Ray Haggard, James Hamilton, Louise Hartline, Vernon Hartline, Carl Hen-
drik, Ronny Hicks, Jackie Hinton, Margaret Hudgens, *David Kennedy, *Treasure Langford, *Glenn Lewan-
dos, Johnnie Lewis, *Diane Lobb, *Barbara Mathews, Joe Ray Mayes, *Jackie Mayfield, Wesley Maynor, Di-
anne Murray, James Nelson, Juan Olivio, *Susan Phelps, *David Prince, Judy Prince, David Prince, Charles 
Reed, Lonny Richardson, *Rebecca Robinson, Charlene Rogers, Rosemary Rogers, Lynn Rush, Paul Senter, 
Linda Kay Sherrill, Timanda Shields, Judy Shockey, *Wanda Skaggs, Wanda Smith, Barbara Steenson, Julia 
Kay Stout, Vivian Tackett, Aubrey Taylor, Richcarl Therman, Irene Tomberlin, Billy Vest, Richard Waldrup, 
Pete Walker, Johnny Watson, John David Wheeler, *John Young. The * signifies Honor Student. Perfect At-
tendance Awards follow: 

  1st Grade: Prisscilla Spurgin, Carol Sue Boren, Randall Chaddick, Terry Gordon Jones. 

  2nd Grade: Jimmy Merriman (2), Johnnie Robinson, Elaine Arnold, Melvin Hayes, Alice Fay Anderson, Larry 
Prince, Glenda Boydstun (2), Dwayne Swindle, Jimmy Don Luellen. 

  3rd Grade: Randy Watson, Judy Hedgcoxe, Gary Dooley, Dianna Kay Spurgin (2), Rodney Haggard, James 
Chaddick (2). 

  4th Grade: Gene Cason, Paula Starnes, Gary Hicks, Charlie Dunn, Beverly Robinson, Glenn Brannum, Jim Ed 
Massey, David McCall (2), Judy Mathews and Tommy Wright. 

  5th Grade: Linda Rush, Richard Garrett (4), Martha Cannon (3), Judy Hamilton (2), Carolyn Mitchell, Richard 
Wiser, Sandra Arnold, Charles Lee Skinner, Janet Diane Robinson, Betsy Kenny, Annette Elder, Ruth Thomp-
son (2), Gordon Graves. 

  6th Grade: Thomas Griffin, Phyllis Charles, Edwin Gentry (2), Margaret Hudgens, Alfrde (sic) Boydstun, Bar-
bara Mathews, Paul Senter, Irene Tomberlin (4), Jackie Collinsworth, Patsy Dean (4), Judy Prince (2), David 
Kennedy, Dianne Murray, Ronnie Hicks, Treasure Langford, Dian Lobb, Glenn Lewandos. 

   Attending the opening of the Dallas East Medical Center last Sunday was Mrs. Annabelle Aldridge, Mrs. 
Katie Evans, Mrs. Frances Kelley, Mrs. Lillian Beasley, Miss Bess Aldridge, Mrs. Gladys Harrington, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Pearson and Mr. and Mrs. Stanton Barron. Dr. Joe Evans, son of Mrs. Katie Evans of Plano, has 
his dental office in the modern new building. 

   Mrs. J. D. Collinsworth returned home last week from the Saint Paul Hospital where she had been for a short 
illness. 

p. 4   Mrs. Willie Landers thanks everyone for their kindness during her recent illness. 

   Members of the sixth grade graduating classes and their teachers, Mrs. Jim Hunt and Mrs. John Stults were 
honored in the school Cafetorium last Friday by Mrs. J. A. Lewandos and Mrs. E. L. Sherrill. Others present 
were Linda Kay Sherrill who helped entertain the group. 

   Plano O. E. S. honored the Associate Grand Conductress, Mrs. Mary Katherine Smith of Gainesville and W. 
B. (Babe) Slayden of the Grand Chapter of Texas. Mrs. Junker, the Grand Matron, gave a handkerchief drill to 
the line Officers. Others attending were Mrs. Ruth Stoneman, Mrs. Lucille Wyatt, Mrs. Beth Thurman, Mr. 
Slayden, Mrs. Lucille Slayden and Mrs. Betty Davis. 

   Mr. and Mrs. Douglas O’Neal and family of Houston spent the weekend with his mother. 

   Rev. and Mrs. Earl Patton of Archer City are visiting with Mrs. Henry Bowman. 

p. 5   John Wells, chairman of Collin County Soil Conservation District says his wheat grows well in the soil where 

Flashback: Memories of Plano, 1957 
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a previous wheat crop was burned at the end of growing season. Toby Carroll believes in this method also. Bill 
Donohoo uses grain stubble on the soil plus summer peas for soil conditioning. John D. “Doc” Hagen Jr. SCS 
technician agrees. 

   The young people take over the service of the Second Baptist Church on June 2. Jerry Gentry will bring the 
morning service. Corbie Wigington will bring the evening message. Others in attendance are Edwin Gentry, 
Miss Cheryl McCormack, Carol Wigington, Virginia Cardwell, Betty Carrell, Linda Cardwell, Bobby and Joe 
Carrell. 

   Visiting in the office this week were Chief Mch. Mate D. J. Alonge and Yeoman 1st. Class D. C. Spillman, 
both of Dallas. 

   Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Schell Jr. visited his brother in Houston last week.  

   The Lions choose Sherman for next year’s convention. Jack Dempsey named the following deputies: Tom 
Lowery, Marvin W. Hagermeier, Presnell Gilmer, E. T. Murchison, James E. Borman, T. M. Newton, and Ray 
Spindell. Others mentioned were J. R. Curtis, M. M. Meyers, J. E. Lombard Reed and George E. Burshong. 

p. 6   Mrs. W. T. Land returned home from the Saint Paul Hospital in Dallas. She will stay with her daughter Mrs. 
Bill Grimes. 

   Lone Star Gas named Floyd W. Harris as manager of Garland district of distribution of the gas company. He 
succeeds A. B. Harris who will retire in October. 

   The freshmen Homemaking class presented a style show for the Plano High School P. T. A. last Tuesday. 
Mrs. Jim Hickey and Miss Martha Merritt were in charge of the style show. Others attending were: Marilyn 
Todd, Sandra Boseman, Wanda Cason, Jeannie Robinson, Nancy Uland, Laurana Rice, Mrs. Delta Dungan, 
Mrs. Millard Rice, Mrs. Burton Yandry, Mrs. L. D. Gordon, Mrs. Ollin Hamilton, Mrs. Clifton Haggard, Mrs. 
H. W. Fry,  Mrs. Frank Armstrong and Mrs. Fred Miers. 

   Mrs. A. L. Oliver has been in the City-County Hospital in McKinney and her son, Clarence Oliver of Plano 
has been attending her at bedside. She is the aunt of Mrs. Roy Morgan. 

p. 7   The Baccalaureate services for Plano High School students were presented by Edward Elgar, Dr. George P. Fowler, Rev. 
E. L. Huffstutler, Dr. George C. Baker Jr., Rev. Frank A. Brooks, Fredna Maultsby, Mrs. Corrinne Carpenter, Jack O. 
Harrington Jr. and Linda Haggard. Graduates are Linda Dell Taylor, Cecile Claiborne Gregory, Lenora Ann Cardwell, 
Donovan Lyn Gunn, Nancy Beth Uland, Jess Ward Gregory Jr., Tommie Marcelle Hicklen, Joe Barry Wiser, Ida Beatrice 
Biggs, Kyle Clark Hooper, Johnnie May Stanford, Kenneth Edward Hart, Laurana Rice, Jackie Ray Collinsworth, Clau-
dette Graves, Gerald Dwayne Burton, Sadie Frances Dunn, Larry Lee Dunn, Tressie Emogene Vest, Dan Houston Stout, 
Thelma Anne Reed, Alan Ralph Walker, Marcia Lee Yandry, Elijah Lively Roller, Nancy Lou Chalenor, Marvin Fletcher 
Shelly, Elma Rue Mitchell, Jerry Lee Burch, Shelby Jean Craig, Phillip Bentley Taylor, Sonja Ra Graves, Thomas Joseph 
Dickerson, Dessie Emogene Vest, Wayde Arlen Lundberg, Betty Joyce Hart, Jimmy Lee Hill, Dorothy Joan Wood, Mel-
vin Leon Bozeman, Naomi Kennedy and Billy Fred Slayden. 

   Norma Wells of Renner was elected vice president of the Accounting Club at North Texas State College. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James C. Wells Jr. of Renner. 

   The Kindergarten children of Mrs. Katie Evans will have a recital May 24 at 7:30 p.m.  

p. 8   Mrs. J. M. Foster Jr. of McKinney will be buried Thursday at Pecan Grove Cemetery. She was formerly Miss Jeanette 
Harris, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Harris. Surviving is her husband J. M. Foster Jr., Miss Rubyrae Foster and J. M. 
Foster, III.  

   The Rotarians will hear a safety program Thursday at noon as guests of Secretary Leon Dugger who is program chairman 
of the day. Guests are the speaker Patrolman W. C. Rowden, Sgt. Everett Brandon, Patrolman Stevens, and Jack Christian 
of Richardson, Don Nolin, Sam Pirtle, City Marshall Wallace Williams of Plano and Chief Golden of Richardson, Dock 
Floyd, Gene Lynge Jr., A. R. Schell Jr., President T. H. “Bill” Williams, Rev. A. J. Fineout, Rev. Edgar L. Huffstutler, 
Miss Sherrie Garrett and Rob Harrington. 

   Mrs. J. S. Tracy, 76, died in Farmers Branch May13. Conducting her funeral services were Rev. W. B. Carraway, Rev. 
Gold Bailey and Rev. Cliff Longeno. Survivors are her husband J. Sam Tracy whom she married October 1899, Mrs. 

Flashback: Memories of Plano, 1957 
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Leonard Hartline, Mrs. Garney Lewis, Henry Tracy, grandson Clyde Hartline of Plano, 22 grandchildren and 28 great-
grandchildren. 

   Plano residents Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Cate received a letter from George R. Anderson, commanding officer of Battery B, 
551st AAA Missile Battalion, (NIKE) Site LA98, Van Nuys, California, regarding their son, PFC Thomas Cate, who is 
stationed at the California base. The letter says in part: “It is indeed a pleasure to have this opportunity to write you con-
cerning your son. … I think it is only fitting and proper that I thank you as well as your son for a job well done.” (Signed) 
George R. Anderson, Capt. Arty, Commanding. 

Flashback: Memories of Plano, 1957 

When I moved three years ago there was a lot going on—a big project at work and planning my wedding. My Family 
History materials weren’t well organized as they were unpacked. It took me two years to finished unpacking all the 
boxes. One closet was full of shelves with three ring binders, a four drawer lateral file cabinet was overflowing with 
“to be filed” documents, pictures and mementos, and my external hard drive had a folder for each family full of elec-
tronic information.  

It was time to get organized again so I could find things without spending hours searching. A lot of my research was 
done years ago, so I decided as I organized each family I would evaluate what I had and update my research plans. 
This would take longer but be worth the effort. 

In 2015 Thomas MacEntee came out with the Genealogy Do Over program and workbook. 
(https://abundantgenealogy.com/genealogy-returns-2018-bonus/). I downloaded the updated version onto my Kindle 
( $2.99) and read it. The idea is to hit the reset button on your research, set aside previous research and start over us-
ing best practices setting research goals, using research plans, recording all the results making sure you cite your 
sources, and evaluating each record you find. 

I decided that it was also time to go digital. OneNote is what I use to store my research plans and results. The first 
step it to add a OneNote notebook for the family I’m working on. There is a separate notebook for Location back-
ground that has a tab for each county where my ancestors lived.  

The search feature is great and you can link from one page/notebook to another so no need to capture the same record 
multiple times. I’m setting up templates for different types of records, for example for a deed cite the source, scan it, 
transcribe it onto a OneNote page and add a link to the scanned copy. Then I add the parcel of land to a excel spread-
sheet that is embedded in the notebook which makes it easy to see if I have both the acquisition and disposition.  

In addition to where I was going to organize my research results, I needed to commit time to the project. I made a 
commitment to myself that I would work on the project at least 4 hours a week. Life often gets in the way, by making 
this project a priority I keep moving forward toward my goal.   

I started with the Sennott Family in Monroe County, Illinois. I didn’t follow the program 100% but I did go through 
everything I had for that family one record at a time—I evaluated the record. If I kept it, it was scanned and added to 
a page in my OneNote notebook. The next step is to analyzed it recording my notes. Any To Do items it generates 
are added to my research plan in OneNote. Duplicate copies are discarded along with print outs from websites. Origi-
nal records are stored in an acid free box in acid free folders labeled with the ancestors name and the document.  

It was very tempting as I looked at each record to stop organizing and start researching, I can’t say I resist all the 
time. If I come across something, I put it in the appropriate notebook on my To Do list and continue towards my goal 
of organizing my research findings. If it is something that is just too valuable to put off, I put it in the appropriate 
notebook and analyze it but any further research goes on the To Do list.  

I have been finding records that I forgot I had and by analyzing each record carefully I’m challenging conclusions 
that I made previously. My research results are more organized and it is definitely easier to find things. I’ve also 
started sharing family stories on my blog, check out next month’s newsletter for details.  

Refreshing Your Research 

By Barbara Coakley 
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